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The Internal Logic, Practical Dilemmas, and Theoretical
Reconstruction of Parent—Child Shared Reading: An Analysis Based
on Chambers’ Reading Circle

Fang Zhang (School of Education, Wuhan Wenli University)

Abstract: Parent—child shared reading in everyday family life is often easy to start but difficult to sustain
and improve. Drawing on Aidan Chambers’ Reading Circle, this paper uses a theoretical analysis and
conceptual modeling approach—combining a review of the literature with logical argumentation—to
clarify the normative closed loop of “selection—reading—response” in parent—child shared reading and the
conditions under which it can function. The analysis identifies three recurrent structural breakdowns in
family practice—breakdowns in selection, reading, and response—and links them to the formation of
parents’ role as a “capable assisting adult” and to the lack of external support systems. To address the
limitations of the classical three-stage model in family settings, where feedback is hard to accumulate,
experience difficult to review, and improvement challenging to plan ahead, the paper proposes a
response-systematized five-stage Reading Circle. The original “selection-reading—response” loop is
expanded into “selection—reading-recording-reflection—planning,” thereby turning response from
momentary talk into a process-based feedback mechanism that can be retained, diagnostically interpreted,
and used for decision-making. Finally, the paper advances a set of propositions for future empirical or
action research, and offers a structured basis for family reading guidance and parent-support programs in
early childhood education settings.

Keywords: Parent—child shared reading; Reading Circle; Five-stage Reading Circle; Response

systematization; Family reading guidance
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