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An Analysis of Harmonic Techniques in the First Movement of
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2

Liu Xueke (School of Music, Guangxi Normal University, China)

Abstract: This article selects the first movement of Rachmaninoff's Piano Concerto No. 2 as the specific
research object. Firstly, under the premise of outlining the artistic achievements of composer Rachmaninoff
and the creation background of "Piano Concerto No. 2", it analyzes the harmonic techniques from six
aspects: the vertical structure of chords, the horizontal progression of chords, harmonic techniques of
tonality expansion, polyphony techniques, and harmonic texture analysis. Furthermore, it explores
Rachmaninoff's harmonic concepts that are both inherited and innovative, aiming to provide reference for
similar studies.

Keywords: Rachmaninoff; harmony; Analysis of Polyphonic Techniques; harmonic concept.
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